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A BI LL

for

AN ACT relating to the creation and establishment of a state
board of denturists; requiring the state board of denturists to
regulate the practice of denturism providing for |icensing,
fees, examnations and other regulation of denturists; and

maki ng conform ng anmendnents

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Wom ng

Section 1. WS. 33-45-101 through 33-45-121 are created to

r ead:
CHAPTER 45
ARTI CLE 1
DENTURI STS
33-45-101. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the “Womng

Denturism Act.”

33-45-102. Definitions.
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(a) As used in this act:

(1) “Board” means the state board of denturists;

(ii) *“Continuing education” nmeans courses of study in

the practice of denturism approved by the board;

(ii1) “dinical dent al technol ogy” neans practice
standards of a denturist to furnish or supply a denture
directly to a person or advising the use of a denture and

maintaining a facility for the sane;

(tv) “Dental prosthesis” nmeans a renovable full or

partial upper or |ower denture;

(v) “Denture” nmeans a renovable full or partial
upper or |lower dental prosthesis to be worn in the nouth to

repl ace the m ssing natural teeth;

(vi) “Denture I|aboratory technology” neans nmaking,

constructing, altering, reproducing or repairing a denture;

(vii) “Denturist” nmeans a person |icensed under this

act to engage in the practice of denturism
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(viii)“Oral pathology” nmeans the study of the nature
and cause of disease which involves changes in structure

and function concerning the nouth;

(i1x) “Practice of denturisnf neans:

(A) Making, placing, constructing, altering,

reproducing or repairing a denture; and

(B) Taking inpressions and furnishing or
supplying a denture directly to a person or advising the

use of a denture and maintaining a facility for the sane.

(x) “Standard schools of denturisni neans accredited
school s of denturism recognized by the board which offer an

associ ates degree programin denturism

(xi) “This act” means WS. 33-45-101 through 33-45-

121.

33-45-103. Denturi sts; referral to heal t hcare

practitioners.
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(a) Before making and fitting a denture, a denturist shal

exam ne the patient’s oral cavity.

(b) If the examnation gives the denturist reasonable
cause to believe that there is an abnormality or disease that
requires nedical or dental treatnent, the denturist shal
imredi ately refer the patient to a dentist or physician. In such
cases, the denturist shall take no further action to fabricate
or place a denture until the patient has been examned by a
dentist or physician and the dentist or physician gives witten
docunentation that the placenent of a denture wll pose no

threat to the patient’s health.

33-45-104. Board created; nenbers; appointnent; ternmns;

qualification; renoval; vacancies.

(a) There is hereby created and established a board to be
known as the state board of denturists, which shall be conposed
of three (3) practicing denturists who shall have been engaged
in the practice of denturism for a period of not less than (5)
years imediately preceding appointnent to the board, and who
shal | currently be Ilicensed to practice denturism under
statutory provisions of another state or have a diploma from a

accredited denturist school or <college. After the initial
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menbers are appointed, all board nenbers shall be |icensed under

this act prior to appointnment to the board.

(b) The governor shall appoint three (3) ©practicing
denturists, who possess the qualifications specified in Section
(a), to constitute the nenbership of the board. Menbers shal

be appointed to a term of three (3) years, except that initial

terms shall be staggered so that annually thereafter the
governor shall appoint one (1) licensed denturist nenber who
shall serve for three (3) years, or wuntil his successor is
appoi nted. The governor shall fill all vacancies occurring in

the board. The governor nay renove any board nenber as provided

in WS. 9-1-202.

33-45-105. Board neetings; elections; quorum record of

pr oceedi ngs.

(a) Alicense to practice denturismwithin this state shal
be issued to the individual nenbers of the board at the first
nmeeting, upon paynent by each board nenber of the fee, as

provided for in this act.

(b) The board shall convene within thirty (30) days after

appointment of its nmenbers and shall elect fromits nenbership a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

president, vice-president and secretary-treasurer. The board
shall hold a regular neeting at |east once each year. A majority

of the board shall constitute a quorum

(c) The secretary of the board shall keep a record of the
proceedi ngs of the board which shall at all tinmes be open to

public inspection.

33-45-106. Board responsibilities; duties.

(a) The board shall:
(1) Adopt a seal, which shall be affixed to al

|icenses issued by it;

(i1) Adopt a schedul e of m ni mum  educati ona
requi renents not inconsistent with the provisions of this act,

for accredited schools of denturism

(ti1) Set continuing education requirenents for

relicensure of denturists;

(1v) Examne, license and renew the licenses of duly

qualified applicants;
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(v) Mintain an up-to-date |list of every person
licensed to practice denturism under this act. This |ist shal
contain the name and address of each denturist and such other
information as the board deens advisable. This list shall be
available for public inspection during reasonable business

hours; and

(vi) Maintain an wup-to-date Ilist of persons whose
licenses have been suspended, revoked or denied. This |ist
shall include the nanes, type and cause of action, date and

penalty incurred, and the duration of penalty inposed. This |ist
shall be available for public inspection during reasonable

busi ness hours.

33-45-107. Board; general powers.

(a) The board may:
(1) In accordance with the Womng Admnistrative
Procedure Act, adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with
the law as may be necessary to enable it to carry into effect

the provisions of this act;

(1i) Enploy personnel as necessary to perform the

functions of the board;
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(ti1)Establish Ilicensure requirenments and procedures

as are appropriate;

(i1v) Establish relicensure requirenents and procedures
as are appropriate, including adopting and publishing a code of

et hics; and

(v) Enter into agreenments or contracts wth outside
organi zations for the purpose of developing, admnistering,

grading or reporting the results of |icensing exam nations.

33-45-108. Board; indebtedness; conpensation.

The board shall not create any indebtedness on behalf of the
state of Wom ng, except as provided in this section. Menbers of
the board shall receive mleage and per diemin the sanme nmanner
and anount as state enpl oyees while engaged in board duties. Any
i ncidental expenses necessarily incurred by the board or any
board nenber, if the board approves, shall be paid from the
state treasury, but only from fees received under the provisions

of this act that are paid into the state treasury by the board.

33-45-109. Board to establish fees; disposition of fees.
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(a) The board shall determ ne each year the fees to be
col l ected for exam nat i on, reexam nati on, renewal s and

rei nstatenment pursuant to WS. 33-1-201.

(b) Fees received by the board and any nonies collected
under this act shall be deposited with the state treasurer, who
shall credit the noney to a separate account which shall only be
used by the board to defray costs incurred in the adm nistration

of this act.

33-45-110. License Required.

No person nay act as, advertise, or hold hinself out to be a

licensed denturist in this State w thout applying for |icensure,

meeting the required qualifications, and obtaining a denturist

license by the board, unless otherw se exenpted by this act.

33-45-111. Exenpti ons.

(a) Nothing in this act prohibits or restricts:
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(1) The practice of a profession by an individual, who is
licensed, certified or registered under other laws of this state

and who is performng services within the scope of practice;

(i1) The practice of denturism by an individual enployed by
the governnment of the United States while the individual 1is
engaged in the performance of duties prescribed by the [aws and

regul ations of the United States;

(1i1)The practice of denturism by students enrolled in an
accredited school approved by the board. The performance of
services shall be pursuant to a course of instruction or an
assignment from an instructor and under the direct supervision

of an instructor;

(tv) Wrk perfornmed by dental |abs and dental technicians

under the witten prescription of a dentist; or

(v) A legally qualified denturist of another state naking

a clinical denonstration before a neeting of denturists for

educat i onal purposes.

33-45-112. Licensing; reciprocity.

10
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(a) The board shall issue a license to practice denturism
to an applicant who submts a conpleted application, including
the location(s) where licensee will practice denturism pays the

appropriate fees; and neets the follow ng requirenents;

(1) An applicant currently licensed to practice
denturism under statutory provisions of another state, territory
of the United States, District of Colunbia, or Puerto Rico, with
substantially equivalent |icensing standards to this act shal
be |icensed w thout exam nation, subject to Section (b), upon

providing the board with the foll ow ng:

(A Proof of successfully passing a witten and
clinical examnation for denturismin a state, territory of the
United States, District of Colunbia or Puerto Rico, if the state
or territory has substantially equivalent |icensing standards as
those in this act, including but not limted to both the witten

and clinical exan nations;

(B) An affidavit from the |icensing agency where
the person is licensed or certified attesting to the fact of the

person’s licensure or certification;

(C) Pays the appropriate fees; and

11
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(D) Have commtted no acts which are grounds for

disciplinary action as set forth in WS. 33-45-116.

(ti) An applicant graduating from an accredited

denturism program shall be licensed if he:

(A) Submts an official transcri pt show ng
successful conpletion of formal training with a major course of
study in denturismof not |less than two (2) years in duration at

an accredited educational institution approved by the board;

(B) Passes a witten and clinical exam nation

approved by the board; and

(C) Pays the appropriate fees.

(tit) An  applicant who has worked in denture
| aboratory technology for five (5) years and who provides the
board with three (3) affidavits by persons other than famly
menbers attesting to the applicant’s enploynent in the practice
of denturism or provides the docunentation of at |east four
t housand (4,000) hours of practical work experience in denture

| aboratory technology during the past five (5) years. An

12
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applicant shall be licensed within two (2) years of March 1,

2009, if he:

(A Provi des docunentation  of successf ul
conpletion of a training course approved by the board or
conpletion of an equivalent education course approved by the

boar d;

(B) Passes a witten and clinical exam nation

adm ni stered by the board; and

(C) Pays the appropriate fees.

(b) Al applicants for licensure under this Section shall
provi de docunentation showi ng conpletion of special training in
oral pathology prescribed by the board, whether as part of an
accredited associates degree program or equivalent training. In
addition to docunentation of oral pathology training, the
appl i cant nust show proof of passage of an exam nation in ora
pat hol ogy, or before |licensure, nust pass an exam nation in oral

pat hol ogy adm ni stered, prescribed, or accepted by the board.

33-45-113. Exam nati ons.

13
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(a) The board shall admnister the examnations for
licensing denturists under this act, subject to the follow ng

requirenents:

(1) Examnations shall determne the qualifications,
fitness and ability of the applicant to practice denturism The
test shall include a witten examnation and a practical

denonstrati on of skills;

(11) Exam nations shall be held at |east annually;

(ti1) The first examnation shall be conducted no

later than nine (9) nonths after the effective date of this act;

(1v) The witten examnation shall cover t he
foll ow ng subj ects:
(A Head and neck or al anat ony and
physi ol ogy;

(B) Oral pat hol ogy;

(O Parti al denture construction and

desi gn;

(D) M cr obi ol ogy;

14
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(B dinical dental technol ogy;

(F) Denture | aboratory technol ogy;

(G Clinical jurisprudence;

(H Asepsi s;

() Medi cal energenci es;

(J) Car di opul nonary resuscitation; and

(K Ger ont ol ogy.

(v) The applicant shall be informed in witing by

certified mail of the results of his examnation within thirty

(30) days after the examnation. An applicant who fails an

exam nation may apply to the board for a reexamnation at the

next schedul ed exam nation neeting. Application shall be made in

writing and shall be acconpanied by a fee as required by rul e of

t he board;

(vi) If the applicant fails the board exam nation

three (3) tinmes, the applicant shall show evidence of additional

15
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education to the satisfaction of the board before the applicant

may be reexam ned.

(b) The board may hire trained persons licensed under this
act to prepare, admnister and grade the exam nations or nmay
contract wth regional exam ners who neet qual i fications

establ i shed by the board.

(c) The exam nation fee shall be set by the board each year,
and all reexam nation fees shall be the sane as the current fee
for the initial exam nation. Fees shall be paid to the secretary

of the board before exam nati on.

33-45-114. License content.

The license shall <contain, on its face, the nane of the
licensee, the date the Ilicense was issued and the |icense

expiration date.

33-45-115. Renewal license certificate.

The board shall establish by rule the requirenent for renewal of
licenses to practice denturism but shall not increase the

licensure requirenents provided for denturism in this act.

16
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Application for renewal shall be acconpanied by evidence
satisfactory to the board of proof of continuing education
activities as established by rules and regul ations of the board.
The board may waive the continuing education requirenent for the
first renewal of a license. Licenses shall be conspicuously
di spl ayed by denturists at their offices or other places of

practice.

33-45-116. Grounds and procedure for revocation or

suspensi on of |icense.

(a) The board may revoke, suspend or refuse to renew any
license or place on probation, or otherw se reprimand a |icensee
or deny a license to an applicant if, after hearing, it finds

that the person is guilty of any of the follow ng violations:

(1) Conviction of a felony, or high m sdeneanor
involving noral turpitude, in which case the record of
conviction certified by the clerk or judge of the court in which

the conviction is had is concl usive evidence;

(i) Renting or loaning to any person his license

or diplom to be used as a license or diploma for such person;

17
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(rit) Unpr of essi onal conduct, as defined by the
rules established by the board, advertising or soliciting
patients in any form of conmunication in a manner that is false

or msleading in any material respect;

(1v) Engaging in unethical di scl osure  of

confidential patient information without witten perm ssion from

t he patient;

(v) Engaging in any dishonest, unethical or
unpr of essi onal conduct Ilikely to deceive, defraud or harm the
public;

(vi) Being addicted to a drug or intoxicant to such
a degree as to render the licensee unsafe or unfit to practice

dent uri sm

(viti) Failing to furnish evidence showng the

satisfaction of the requirenments of continuing education

requi red by the board;

(viii) Having had his license revoked or suspended in

anot her state; or

18



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

(1x) WIllfully violating any provision of this act.

(b) The proceedi ngs under this section may be taken by the
board from matters wthin its know edge or upon information from
another. If the informant is a nenber of the board, the other
menbers of the board shall take action on behalf of the board.
Al'l conplaints shall be in witing, verified by a party famliar
with the facts charged, and shall be filed with the secretary of
the board. Upon receiving the conplaint, the board, if it deens
the conplaint sufficient, shall proceed as in a contested case
under the Womng Admnistrative Procedure Act. If the board
determ nes that suspension or revocation of any license is
warranted, the fact shall be noted upon the records of the board
and the |icense shall be marked suspended or revoked upon the
date of the final action of the board. The secretary of the
board, upon judgnent of suspension or revocation being entered,
shall transmit to the secretary of state a copy of the judgnent
order, certified by the secretary of the board, and the sane
shall be kept in the sanme manner as the list of |icensed

dent uri sts.

(c) Upon receipt from the departnent of famly services of
a certified copy of an order from a court to w thhold, suspend

or otherwise restrict a denturist license issued by the board

19
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the board shall notify the party named in the court order of the
wi t hhol di ng, suspension or restriction of the license in
accordance with the terns of the court order. No appeal under
the Wom ng Adm nistrative Procedure Act shall be allowed for a

Iicense wthheld, suspended or restricted under this subsection.

33-45-117. Renewal of license; |apse; reinstatenent.

(a) Licenses shall be renewed annually, on or before June
30. The board shall mail notices and applications for renewal at
| east sixty (60) calendar days prior to expiration for renewal
of licenses to every person to whom a license was issued or
renewed during the preceding renewal period. The |icensee shal
conplete the application for renewal, which includes updating
the location(s) where the licensee practices denturism and
return it to the board with the renewal fee set by the board

before the date of expiration.

(b) Upon receipt of the application for renewal and the
fee, the board shall verify its contents and shall issue the
license for the current renewal period, which shall be valid for

t he period stated thereon.

20
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(c) A licensee, who allows his license to |lapse by failing
to renew it, may be reinstated by the board upon paynent of the
renewal fee and reinstatenent fee set by the board provided that
the request for reinstatenent is nade within thirty (30) days of

the end of the renewal period.

(d) A denturist who does not engage in the practice of
denturism during the succeeding renewal period is not required
to pay the renewal fee as long as he remains inactive. If he
desires to resune the practice of denturism he shall notify the
board of his intent and shall satisfy the current requirenents
of the board in addition to remtting the renewal fee for the

current renewal period and the reinstatenent fee.

(e) The board is authorized to establish reasonable fees

for replacenment and duplicate |icenses.

33-45-118. Secretary of board's certificate that individua
not listed on list naintained by board is prim facie proof of

unaut hori zed practi ce.

In any prosecution for violation of any provision of this act if
the secretary of the board certifies that the person accused of

the violation is not naned on the list of denturists nmintai ned

21
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by the board, the certificate shall be prima facie proof that

the person is not entitled to practice denturismin the state of

Wom ng.

33-45-119. Partnerships wth dentists.

Notw t hstanding any other provision of state law, a I|icensed
denturist may enter into a partnership or other business
association with a dentist, provided that the association does

not inpede the independent professional judgnent of either

party.

33-45-120. Viol ati ons.

Any person who practices denturism wthout being properly
qualified and licensed or who violates any provision of this
act, shall be guilty of a msdeneanor, and wupon conviction
t hereof, shall be punished by a fine not to exceed seven hundred
and fifty dollars ($750.00), or inprisonment in jail for not
more than one (1) year, or both. Each separate violation of

this act constitutes a separate offense.

33-45-121. Certificate entitles denturists to practice in

any county; lost certificates.
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The certificate provided for in this act entitles the holder to
practice denturism as applicable in any county in Womng. The
board, upon satisfactory proof of loss of the certificate issued
under this act, shall issue a new certificate. The cost of
repl acenent shall be determned by the board and paid by the

person requesting repl acement.

Section 2. WS. 33-15-114(a) is anmended to read:

33-15-114. Persons deened to be practicing dentistry; work

aut hori zations fromlicensed denti st.

(a) Except as provided by paragraphs (xii) and (xiii) of this

subsection, any person is deenmed to be practicing dentistry

wi thin the neaning of the act:

Section 3. WS. 33-15-114(a)(xiii) is created to read:

(xiii) A licensed denturist is not practicing dentistry within

the nmeaning of this act when performng services within the

scope of his license under WS. 33-45-101 t hrough 33-45-121.

Section 4. WS. 33-15-116 i s anended to read:

23
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patronage of general public.

Except for a denturist |licensed pursuant to the Wom ng

Denturism Act WS. 33-45-101 through 33-45-121 [n]Jo person

engaged in the business of constructing, altering or repairing
bridges, <crowns, dentures or other prosthetic appliances,
surgi cal appliances or orthodontic appliances shall directly or

indirectly solicit the patronage of the general public.

Section 5. This act is effective ninety (90) days after

certification by the Wom ng Secretary of State.

( END)
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